GOOD FRIDAY

(TENEBRAE)
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The Office of Tenebrae (the name means “darkness” or
“shadows”) is a Holy Week devotion which dates back to the
seventh or eighth century A.D. and is characterized by the
successive extinguishing of candles as the Service progresses.
Tenebrae readings are taken from the Scriptures.

The dramatic feature of Tenebrae is the gradual extinguishing of
all the lights in the church. A loud noise is heard (strepitus) at
the end of the service, suggesting the closing of the tomb and the
earthquake of the Passion narrative.

At the completion of the service, please leave silently,
maintaining the spirit of worship befitting this solemn evening.

An offering will not be received during the Service but may be
placed in the offering plate at the back of the church after the
Service.

This service will conclude with our Easter morning worship at 7
am and 10 am on Sunday March 31, 2024

GATHERING AND BIDDING PRAYER

We stand

P Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins
C His mercy endures forever.

P Lord Jesus you carried our sins in your own body on the tree
so that we might have life. May we and all who remember this
day find new life in you now and in the world to come, where
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God
now and forever

C Amen.



Where Charity and Love Prevail
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I Wherechar -i -ty and love pre - vail, there God is ev - er found;
2 With grate-ful joy and ho -1ly fear, God’s char - i - ty we learn;
3 Let us re-call that in our midst dwells Christ,God’s ho - ly Son;
4 Let strife a-mong us be un-known; let all con - ten - tions cease.
5 Let us for-give each oth-er’s faults as we our own con-fess,
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brought here to - geth-er by Christ’s love, by love we thus are bound.
let us with heart and mind and soul now love God in re - turn.
as mem-bers of each bod -y joined, in him we are made one.
Be God’s the glo - ry that we seek; be his our on-ly peace.
that we may love each oth - er well in Chris-tian gen -tle - ness.
We sit.

P Let us pray, brothers

and sisters, for the holy church

throughout the world.

Father, you have shown your glory to all
t. By your Holy Spirit guide the church

and gather it throughout the world. Help it to persevere in
faith, proclaim your name, and bring the good news of

Silent prayer.

P Almighty and eternal
nations in Jesus Chris
salvation in Christ to
Lord.

C Amen.

P
ordained servants of

Silent prayer.

P Almighty and eternal
makes it holy. Streng

all people. We ask this through Christ our

Let us pray for Elizabeth and Phyllis our bishops, all lay and

the church, and for all the people of God.

Father, your Spirit guides the church and
then and uphold our bishops, pastors,
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other ministers, and lay leaders. Keep them in health and
safety for the good of the church and help each of us in our
various vocations to do faithfully the work to which you have
called us. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us pray for those preparing for baptism.

Silent prayer.

)

Almighty and eternal Father, you continue to bless the church.
Increase the faith and understanding of those preparing for
baptism. Give them new birth as your children and keep them
in the faith and communion of your holy church. We ask this
through Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

P Let us pray for our sisters and brothers who share our faith in
Jesus Christ.

Silent prayer.

P Almighty and eternal Father, you give your church unity. Look
with favor on all who follow Jesus your Son. Make all the
baptized one in the fullness of faith, and keep us united in the
fellowship of love. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

P Let us pray for the Jewish people, the first to hear the word of
God.

Silent prayer.

P Almighty and eternal Father, long ago you gave your promise
to Abraham and your teaching to Moses. Hear our prayers
that the people you called and elected as your own may
receive the fulfillment of the covenant’s promises. We ask this
through Christ our Lord.

C Amen.



P Let us pray for those who do not share our faith in Jesus
Christ.

Silent prayer.

P Almighty and eternal Father gather into your embrace all

those who call out to you under different names. Bring an end
to inter-religious strife, and make us more faithful witnesses
of the love made known to us in your Son. We ask this through
Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

P Let us pray for those who do not believe in God.

Silent prayer.

P Almighty and eternal Father, you created humanity so that all
may long to know you and find peace in you. Grant that all
may recognize the signs of your love and grace in the world
and in the lives of Christians, and gladly acknowledge you as
the one true God. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

P Let us pray for God's creation.

Silent prayer.

P Almighty and eternal Father, you are the creator of a
magnificent universe. Hold all the worlds in the arms of your
care and bring all things to fulfillment in you. We ask this
through Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

P Let us pray for those who serve in public office.

Silent prayer.

P Almighty and eternal Father, you are the champion of the

poor and oppressed. In your goodness, give wisdom to those
in authority, so that all people may enjoy justice, peace,



freedom, and a share in the goodness of your creation. We ask
this through Christ our Lord.
C Amen.

P Let us pray for those in need.
Silent prayer.

P Almighty and eternal Father, you give strength to the weary
and new courage to those who have lost heart. Heal the sick,
comfort the dying, give safety to travelers, free those unjustly
deprived of liberty, and deliver your world from falsehood,
hunger, and disease. Hear the prayers of all who call on you in
any trouble, that they may have the joy of receiving your help
in their need. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

P Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord
would have us ask.

All pray the Lord’s Prayer.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



Jesus, I Will Ponder Now
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1 Je - sus, 1 will pon-der now on your ho - ly pas - sion;
2 Make me see your great dis-tress, an - guish,and  af - flic - tion,
3 Yet, O Lord, not thus a - lone make me see your pas - sion,
4 Let me view your pain and loss with  re - pen - tant griev - ing,
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let  your Spir - it now en - dow me for med - i - ta - tion.
bonds and blows and wretch-ed - ness and your cru - ci- fix - ion;
but its cause to me make known and its ter - mi-na - tion.
nor pre-pare a - gain your cross by un - ho - ly liv - ing.
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Grant that [ in love and faith may the 1im - age cher - ish
make me see how scourge and rod, spear and nails, did wound you,
For I al - so and my sin wrought your deep af - flic - tion;
May I give you love for love! Hear me, O my Sav - ior,
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of your suf - f'ring, pain, and death, that I may not per - ish.
how you died for those, O God, who with thorns had crowned you.
this the shame-ful cause has been of your cru - ci - fix - ion.
that I may in heav’'n a - bove sing your praise for - ev - er

AN ACCOUNT OF THE CRUCIFIXION AND DEATH OF JESUS CHRIST AS
RECORDED BY SAINTS MATTHEW, LUKE, AND JOHN.

LUKE 23:32-34

ANGELA YARBROUGH

32Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to
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death with [Jesus]. 3*When they came to the place that is called
The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on his
right and one on his left. 3*Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them;
for they do not know what they are doing."

The first candle is extinguished.

LUKE 23:39-43 Bos McADAMS

3%0ne of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him
and saying, "Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and

us!" 4°But the other rebuked him, saying, "Do you not fear God,
since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? “'And
we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what
we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing
wrong." #*Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come
into your kingdom." #3[Jesus] replied, "Truly | tell you, today you
will be with me in Paradise."

The second candle is extinguished.

Savior, When in Dust to You
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1 Sav-ior, when in dust to you low we bow in hom - age due;
2 By your help-less in- fant years, by your life of want and tears,
3 By your hour of dire de-spair, by your ag - o - ny of prayer,
4 By your deep ex - pir-ing groan, by the sad se - pul - chral stone,

when,re - pen - tant, to the skies scarce we lift our weep-ing eyes;
by your days of deep dis - tress in the sav-age wil - der - ness,
by the cross, the nail, the thorn, pierc-ing spear, and tor-turing scorn,
by the vault whose dark a - bode held in vain the ris - ing God,
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oh, by all your pains and woe suf-fered once for wus be - low,
by the dread, mys - te - rious hour of thein-sult-ing tempt-er’s pow’r,

by the gloom that veiled the skies o’er the dread-ful sac - ri - fice,
oh, from earth to heav’n re - stored, might-y, re - as - cend -ed Lord,
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bend-ing from your throne on high, hear our pen-i - ten-tial cry!
turn, oh, turn a fa - v'ring eye; hear our pen-i - ten-tial  cry!
lis - ten to our hum-ble sigh; hear our pen-i - ten-tial  cry!
bend-ing from your throne on high, hear our pen-i - ten-tial cry!
JOHN 19:25-27 CHRISTIE RIDENHOUR

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and
his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary
Magdalene. 2When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple
whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother,
"Woman, here is your son." 2’Then he said to the disciple,
"Here is your mother." And from that hour the disciple took
her into his own home.

The third candle is extinguished.

MATTHEW 27:45-46 PAm TomKo

4>From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in
the afternoon. “¢And about three o'clock Jesus cried with a
loud voice, "Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?" that is, "My God, my
God, why have you forsaken me?"

The fourth candle is extinguished.
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There in God’s Garden
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I There in God’s gar - den stands the Tree of Wis - dom,
2 Its name is Je - sus, name that says, “Our Sav - ior!”
3 Thorns not its own  are tan - gled in its fo - liage;
4 See how its branch - es reach to us in wel - come;
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whose leaves hold  forth the heal - ing of the na - tions:
There on its branch - es see  the scars of suf - f'ring;
our greed has starved  fit, our  de-spite has  choked it.
hear  what the Voice  says, “Come to me, ye wea - r1y!
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Tree of all knowl - edge, Tree of all com -
see there the ten - drils of our hu - man
Yet, look! it lives! its grief has not de -
Give me your sick - ness, give me all your
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pas - sion, Tree of all beau - ty.
self - hood feed on its life - blood.
stroyed it nor fire con - sumed it.
sor - row, I will give  bless - ing.”
JOHN 19:28 CLAUDIA STITES

BAfter this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order
to fulfill the scripture), "l am thirsty."

The fifth candle is extinguished.
JOHN 19:30 DIANE STRAIT

A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of
the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth. 3®When Jesus



had received the wine, he said, "It is finished."

The sixth candle is extinguished.

Ah, Holy Jesus
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1 Ah, ho - ly Je - sus, how hast thou of- fend - ed that we to
2 Who was the guilt-y? Who brought this up - on thee? A - las, my
3 Lo, the Good Shep-herd for the sheep is of - fered; the slave hath
4 For me, kind Je - sus, was thine in - car - na - tion, thy mor - tal
5 There - fore, kind Je - sus, since I can-not pay thee, I do a-

NO

I
= |
|l 11 l
i H }
judge thee have in hate pre - tend - ed? By foes de -rid - ed,
trea - son, Je - sus, hath un - done thee. ’'Twas I, Lord Je - sus,
sin - ned, and the Son hath suf - fered; for our a - tone-ment,
sor - row, and thy life’s ob - la - tion; thy death of an - guish
dore thee, and will ev - er pray thee; think on thy pit - y
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by thine own re - ject - ed, (0] most af - flict - ed.
1 it was de - nied thee; 1 cru - ¢i - fied thee.
while we noth-ing heed - ed, God in - ter - ced - ed
and thy bit - ter pas - sion, for my sal - va - tion.
and thy love un - swerv - ing, not my de - serv - ing.
LUKE 23:44-46 PASTOR CHRIS

4|t was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until
three in the afternoon, ®while the sun's light failed; and the
curtain of the temple was torn in two. Then Jesus,
crying with a loud voice, said, "Father, into your hands
I commend my spirit." Having said this, he breathed
his last.
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‘What Wondrous Love Is This
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I What won-drous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! What
2 When I was sink - ing down, sink-ing down, sink-ing down, when
3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, [ will sing; to
4 And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, TI'll sing on; and
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won - drous love is this, O my soul! What won-drous love is this
I was sink - ing down, sink-ing down,when I was sink - ing down
God and to the Lamb I will sing; to God and to the Lamb,
when from death I'm free, [I'll sing on; and when from death I'm free,
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that caused the Lord of bliss to bear the dread-ful curse for my
be - neath God’s righ-teous frown, Christ laid a - side his crown for my
who is the great I  Am, while mil-lions join the theme, [ will
I'il  sing God’s love for me, and through e - ter - ni - ty TI'll sing
0 . ; ;
)4 | [ | I | I [ |
| ] I I I I Il |
o H— o
soul, for my soul, to bear the dread-ful curse for my soul?
soul, for my soul, Christ laid a - side his crown for my soul.
sing, I will sing, while mil - lions join the theme, [ will sing.
on, [I'll sing on; and through e - ter - ni - ty I'll sing on.

The seventh candle is extinguished; the strepitus is heard.

Please note - after pastor had left the sanctuary we leave in
silence. This worship service resumes with Easter morning worship
(7:00 am and 10:00 am)
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